
 

 

Appendix A: Plan and Procedures for the Inadvertent Discovery of 
Cultural Resources and Human Skeletal Remains. 

 
1. Introduction 
The following Inadvertent Discovery Plan (IDP) outlines the procedures to be implemented, 
in accordance with state and federal laws, if National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
potentially-eligible and ineligible cultural resource materials are discovered during 
construction. The separate protocol for discovery of human skeletal remains is described 
below, in Section 4.    
  
2. Recognizing Cultural Resources 
A cultural resource is an item of historical, traditional, or cultural importance.  The item could 
be prehistoric or historic. Examples include: 
 

• A multi-species accumulation of shell (shell-midden) with associated bone, stone, 
antler or wood artifacts, burned rocks or charcoal. 

• Bones that appear to be human or animal bones associated with a shell-midden (i.e. 
with associated artifacts or cooking features).    

• An area of charcoal or very dark stained soil with associated artifacts, 
• Artifacts made of chipped or ground stone (i.e. an arrowhead, adze or maul) or an 

accumulation (more than one) of cryptocrystalline stone flakes (lithic debitage), 
• Basketry, cedar garments, fish weir stakes or items made of botanical materials,  
• Clusters of tin cans or bottles, logging or agricultural equipment that appear to be older 

than 50 years, 
• Buried railroad tracks, decking, or other industrial materials. 

 
Not all cultural resource material encountered will be potentially-eligible for listing on the 
NRHP.  To be eligible for the NRHP cultural resources identified during construction must be 
50 years of age or older, meet one or more of the four criteria listed below, and retain 
sufficient physical integrity to convey historical significance (36 CFR 60.4).  A building, site, 
object, or structure may be considered for inclusion in the NRHP if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. The property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 

2. The property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
3. The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, 
or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components might lack 
individual distinction.  

4. The property has yielded, or might be likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history. 

 
The following archaeological resources will indicate potentially NRHP-eligible deposits and 
will be assumed NRHP-eligible until determined otherwise by the United States Army Corps 



 

 

of Engineers in consultation with interested and affected tribes and the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO). 
 

• Pre-contact deposits (such as midden deposits) associated with Native American use or 
occupation. 

• Historic era non-Native American artifacts from NRHP-eligible (or potentially NRHP 
eligible) deposits (native soil or surfaces that were stable and exposed either between 
fill episodes, or after the conclusion of historic filling). 

• Historic features consisting of stratified deposits with artifact concentrations that 
appear to be spatially or temporally distinct. This includes refuse deposits, privies, or 
other discrete accumulations.  

• Courses of brick or other architectural materials that are part of a building foundation 
or pavement in their original position. 

• Historic era non-Native American artifacts from non-eligible contexts, only if they are 
diagnostic or have educational value. 

 
Examples of deposits that will not be considered NRHP eligible include: 
 

• Isolated or loose construction materials (brick, mortar, window glass), bottles, cans, 
located within fill sediments (not located in primary context). 

• Mass deposits of lumber, concrete, granite, coal, etc. 
• Pilings, decking, trestle, and railroad track, unless of clearly unusual construction. 
• Historic-era artifacts not associated with a feature or stable surface.  

 
Artifacts or deposits that are not potentially eligible, as described above, will be noted in daily 
field logs, photographed and documented on scaled site plans if possible.  The protocol for 
Inadvertent Discovery, including the stop-work clause noted in the procedure below will not 
be implemented for artifacts or deposits that are not potentially eligible for listing in the 
National Register.   
 
3. On-Site Responsibilities 
 

• STOP WORK 
If any contractor or subcontractor believes that he or she has uncovered any cultural resource 
during construction of the project, all work adjacent to the discovery must stop. The discovery 
location should not be left unsecured at any time.  Cultural resources encountered during an 
archaeological survey are intentional discoveries and are not covered under this plan. 
 

• NOTIFY USACE 
Contact the USACE Cultural Resource staff- 
 
Lance Lundquist, Archaeologist 
Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 3755 
Seattle, WA 98124-3755 



 

 

(p) 206-764-6909 
 
The USACE will review the eligibility criteria above, make a recommendation to the artifact 
or deposits potential eligibility, and will proceed with agency and tribal notification as 
necessary (so long as the artifact or deposit is determined eligible).  
 
After consultation the USACE will complete a written plan of action describing the 
disposition of cultural resources pursuant to 43 CFR Part 10 and will execute their prescribed 
duties within that plan of action. 
 
4.  Protocol for Discovery of Human Skeletal Remains 
Washington State law requires immediate notification of known or suspected human remains 
whenever they are uncovered by investigation or construction activities to county and/or 
municipal law enforcement agencies, county medical examiner or coroner’s offices, DAHP, 
and federal and local agencies involved directly with the project or having jurisdiction over 
the subject properties.  
 
If human remains are discovered or exposed in backhoe trench spoils or sidewalls, and/or any 
other excavations performed during the excavation of the project all excavation will cease and 
the site will be secured.  The remains will be covered with a tarp or other materials (not soil or 
rocks) temporarily. The USACE and the Coroner will be notified regarding the discovery.  
The Coroner will determine if the remains are human, whether the discovery constitutes a 
crime scene, and will notify the Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation (DAHP).  The USACE and DAHP will be responsible for informing the 
affiliated tribes regarding the discovery.    
 
Construction may continue at the discovery location after the USACE and DAHP determine 
the boundaries of the discovery location and compliance with state and federal law 
requirements are complete.   
 
5.  Discovery Protocol Contact Information  
 
Lance Lundquist, Archaeologist 
Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 3755 
Seattle, WA 98124-3755 
(p) 206-764-6909 

Guy Tasa, State Physical Anthropologist 
Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation 
PO Box 48343 
Olympia, WA  98504-8343 
(p) 360-586-3534  

 


